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Appendix F – Section 4(f) Information 
The following table describes recreational resources within the SR 303L Study Area that were 
excluded from Section 4(f) consideration. 

Table F1.  Recreational resources excluded from Section 4(f) consideration 
Potential 
Section 4(f) 
property 

Reason for exclusion Reference 

School facilities 

Cimarron Springs 
Elementary School 

Outdoor recreational amenities are not 
available for walk-on public use after 
school hours 

Field visits on January 17, 2008, and  
March 18, 2008 

E-Institute  
Charter School 

No outdoor  
recreational amenities 

Field visit conducted after school hours 
on January 15, 2008 

Phoenix Christian 
Unified School Private school Field visit on May 28, 2008 

Future Prasada 
School  Not platted, not owned by school district 

Personal communication with Vern 
Wolfley, Senior Planner at Dysart 
Unified School District on February 25, 
2008 

Future Sycamore 
Farms School  Not platted, not owned by school district 

Personal communication with Vern 
Wolfley, Senior Planner at Dysart 
Unified School District on February 25, 
2008 

Future school 
(Woolf property)  Not platted, not owned by school district 

Personal communication with Vern 
Wolfley, Senior Planner at Dysart 
Unified School District on February 25, 
2008 

Golf courses 
Cimarron  
Golf Course Public course, but privately owned Maricopa County Assessor’s Web site, 

accessed on January 14, 2008 
Desert Springs  
Golf Course Public course, but privately owned Maricopa County Assessor’s Web site, 

accessed on January 14, 2008 
Desert Trails  
Golf Course Public course, but privately owned Maricopa County Assessor’s Web site, 

accessed on January 14, 2008 
Granite Falls  
Golf Course Public course, but privately owned Maricopa County Assessor’s Web site, 

accessed on January 14, 2008 
Great Eagle  
Golf Course Public course, but privately owned Maricopa County Assessor’s Web site, 

accessed on January 14, 2008 
Recreation Centers 
of Sun City West 
(golf courses) 

Private Maricopa County Assessor’s Web site, 
accessed on January 14, 2008 

Trail Ridge  
Golf Course Public course, but privately owned Maricopa County Assessor’s Web site, 

accessed on January 14, 2008 
Tuscany Falls  
Golf  Course Public course, but privately owned Maricopa County Assessor’s Web site, 

accessed on January 14, 2008 

(continued on next page) 
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Table F1.  Recreational resources excluded from Section 4(f) consideration (continued) 
Potential 
Section 4(f) 
property 

Reason for exclusion Reference 

Trails 

City of Surprise 
trails 

According to the City of Surprise Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan, trails south of 
McMicken Dam (an area including the 
Study Area) would be focused on city 
collector streets. This indicates that trails 
would likely be used as alternative 
transportation (not primarily recreation). 
The Circulation Element of the Surprise 
General Plan also indicates that off-road 
multiuse paths would provide improved 
circulation and that trails would connect 
neighborhoods to the city’s growth area.  

City of Surprise, 2004, Parks and 
Recreation Master Plan 
City of Surprise, 2005, Surprise General 
Plan 

City of Goodyear 
proposed multiuse 
and equestrian 
multiuse path 

This path is constructed on the Roosevelt 
Canal maintenance roads. The primary 
purpose of the land is maintenance and 
operation of the canal system. Any other 
use, including recreation, would be 
secondary. 

Stan Ashby, Roosevelt Irrigation District 
Superintendent, e-mail dated January 3, 
2008 
City of Goodyear General Plan, 2003 

City of Goodyear 
proposed multiuse 
trail, located just 
south of McDowell 
Road 

The conceptual trail alignment runs through 
property that is currently owned by 
Goodyear Market Place or the Flood 
Control District of Maricopa County 
(FCDMC), or is in private ownership. The 
conceptual trail alignment is shown in the 
Circulation Element of the General Plan 
and is discussed as nonmotorized 
circulation or alternative transportation. 
Furthermore, the trail seems to run between 
planned residential development and the 
Goodyear Market Place. Therefore, the trail 
is not primarily recreational. Also, trails on 
FCDMC land are not primarily recreational. 

Maricopa County Assessor’s Web site, 
accessed on January 17, 2008 
City of Goodyear General Plan, 2003 
Timothy S. Phillips, PE, FCDMC Chief 
Engineer and General Manager, letter 
dated June 21, 2007 

City of Goodyear 
proposed multiuse 
trail, located just 
south of Camelback 
Road. 

The conceptual trail alignment runs through 
property currently held in private 
ownership. Preliminary discussions with the 
City of Goodyear indicate that, in most 
cases, the developer will be responsible for 
the creation and maintenance of trails. 
Specific information about this trail is 
pending. 

Maricopa County Assessor’s Web site, 
accessed on January 17, 2008 
City of Goodyear General Plan, 2003 
David Kanning, City of Goodyear 
Planner, personal communication on 
January 16, 2008 

Segment 11 of the 
Maricopa County 
Regional Trails 
System  

This segment is built on land owned by 
FCDMC. The primary purpose of FCDMC 
land is flood control, not recreation. 

Timothy S. Phillips, PE, FCDMC Chief 
Engineer and General Manager, letter 
dated June 21, 2007 

(continued on next page) 
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Table F1.  Recreational resources excluded from Section 4(f) consideration (continued) 
Potential 
Section 4(f) 
property 

Reason for exclusion Reference 

Trails (continued) 

Segment 69 of the 
Maricopa County 
Regional Trails 
System 

This path is constructed on the Roosevelt 
Canal maintenance roads. The primary 
purpose of the land is maintenance and 
operation of the canal system. Any other 
use, including recreation, would be 
secondary. 

Stan Ashby, Roosevelt Irrigation District 
Superintendent, e-mail dated January 3, 
2008 
City of Goodyear General Plan, 2003 

Segment 114 of the 
Maricopa County 
Regional Trails 
System 

According to the Maricopa County 
Regional Trails System Plan, “this segment 
is Northern Avenue. This corridor was 
included as a potential future route based on 
plans to widen Northern Avenue into a 
super street. Maricopa County Department 
of Transportation will determine the 
feasibility of trail placement as part of this 
project.” The plan states that the trail 
system will be a major component of the 
multimodal transportation system in the 
Valley. Because this segment is located 
along Northern Avenue, it will serve an 
alternative transportation function and, 
thus, is not a Section 4(f) property. 

Maricopa County Regional Trails System 
Plan, 2004 

 
References 
City of Goodyear. 2003. General Plan. 

City of Surprise. 2004. Parks and Recreation Master Plan (adopted June 2004). 

City of Surprise. 2005. Surprise General Plan (adopted December 2005). 

Maricopa County Assessor’s Office. 2006. “GIS Portal,” <http://www.maricopa.gov/ 
assessor/gisPortal/gis_portal.asp> (accessed January 14 and 17, 2008). 

Maricopa County. 2004. Maricopa County Regional Trails System Plan (adopted 
August 2004). 
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Appendix F – Section 4(f) Information 
 
On January 11 and June 24, 2008, scoping letters and Section 4(f) questionnaires were sent to 
public entities that could have Section 4(f) properties within the SR 303L Study Area. The 
following sections list the scoping letter recipients. Examples of the letter and questionnaire 
are also included in this appendix, along with correspondence received to date. 
 
Cities and Other Governmental Agencies 
 City of Glendale 
 City of Goodyear 
 City of Surprise 
 Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department 

 
School Districts 
 Agua Fria Union High School District 
 Avondale Elementary School District 
 Dysart Unified School District 
 Litchfield Elementary School District 



 
 
 

 

 

  
Intermodal Transportation Division 

206 South Seventeenth Avenue     Phoenix, Arizona 85007-3213 
 

Janet 
Napolitano 
Governor 

Victor M. 
Mendez 
Director 

 

January 11, 2008 Sam Elters 
State Engineer 

Mr. Mark Coronado 
Community and Recreation Services Director 
15960 North Bullard Avenue 
Surprise, Arizona 85374 
 
Re: Project Name:   State Route 303L (Interstate 10 to US 60) 

ADOT Project No.  303 MA 003 H5621 01L 
Federal-Aid Project No.  NH-303-A(AFY) 
 

Dear Mr. Coronado: 
 
The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), in coordination with the Federal Highway 
Administration, is gathering information for environmental studies associated with the proposed State 
Route 303 Loop (SR 303L) improvements from Interstate 10 (I-10) to United States Route 60 (US 60). 
The project would involve adding lanes to SR 303L; building traffic interchanges to connect SR 303L 
with I-10, the proposed Northern Parkway, and US 60; and implementing a mid-mile alignment shift of 
Northern Avenue to the north (Study Area map is included for your reference). 
The Study Area traverses unincorporated areas of Maricopa County and the municipalities of Goodyear, 
Glendale, and Surprise. Existing SR 303L is on the west side of the Phoenix metropolitan area, 
approximately 20 miles west of downtown Phoenix. The Study Area for the proposed improvements 
extends approximately 1.5 miles on each side of the existing SR 303L. The Study Area begins on the 
north side of I-10 at milepost (MP) 3.9 and extends north to 300 feet north of US 60 at MP 21.3. The 
overall length of the Study Area is about 17 miles.  
As part of the environmental study for this project, an inventory of existing and planned publicly owned 
recreational properties located within the Study Area need to be identified. These properties typically 
include parks, trails, school playgrounds, and waterfowl and wildlife refuges. Planned facilities that are 
documented (i.e., by a site plan) should also be noted.  
Currently no public parks, waterfowl or wildlife refuges, or city-owned trails have been identified within 
¼ mile of the Study Area. Please confirm these findings with a short letter or e-mail (information 
provided below). If there are planned facilities, please provide the address, Maricopa County assessor 
parcel number, and, in the case of planned parks or other recreational properties, a copy of the site plan, 
if available. Additionally, please indicate whether the City has any properties within the Study Area that 
were purchased with Land and Water Conservation Funds and, specifically, the allocation of those funds 
(i.e. planning, site development, furniture, etc.). 
 Please note that the National Environmental Policy Act requires separate administrative records for 
each individual project (i.e., if you have provided information for other projects in the past such as the 
South Mountain Transportation Corridor project, coordination with the City is also required for this 
project).
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ADOT Project No. 303 MA 003 H5621 01L 
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January 11, 2008 
 
 
This information is essential for completion of the environmental studies. Comments should be 
addressed to Audrey Unger, HDR Engineering, Inc., via U.S. Mail at 3200 East Camelback Road, 
Suite 350, Phoenix, Arizona, 85018; by e-mail at Audrey.Unger@hdrinc.com; by telephone at 
602.522.4323; or by fax at 602.522.7707. Your response is respectfully requested no later than 
February 11, 2008. Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Rebecca Swiecki 
Environmental Planner 
ADOT Environmental Planning Group 
 
RS:au 
Enclosures 
 
c: Audrey Unger, HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 



 

 

 
Intermodal Transportation Division 

206 South Seventeenth Avenue     Phoenix, Arizona 85007-3213 
 

Janet 
Napolitano 
Governor 

Victor M. 
Mendez 
Director 

 

January 11, 2008 Sam Elters 
State Engineer 

 
Mr. Chris Coover 
Maricopa Trails Manager 
Maricopa County Parks and Recreation Department 
411 N. Central Ave, Suite 470 
Phoenix, Arizona 85004 
 
Re: Project Name:   State Route 303L (Interstate 10 to US 60) 

ADOT Project No.  303 MA 003 H5621 01L 
Federal-Aid Project No.  NH-303-A(AFY) 
 
 

Dear Mr. Coover: 
 
The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), in coordination with the Federal Highway 
Administration, is gathering information for environmental studies associated with the proposed State 
Route 303 Loop (SR 303L) improvements from Interstate 10 (I-10) to United States Route 60 (US 60). 
The project would involve adding lanes to SR 303L; building traffic interchanges to connect SR 303L 
with I-10, the proposed Northern Parkway, and US 60; and implementing a mid-mile alignment shift of 
Northern Avenue to the north (Study Area map is included for your reference). 
The Study Area traverses unincorporated areas of Maricopa County and the municipalities of Goodyear, 
Glendale, and Surprise. Existing SR 303L is on the west side of the Phoenix metropolitan area, 
approximately 20 miles west of downtown Phoenix. The Study Area for the proposed improvements 
extends approximately 1.5 miles on each side of the existing SR 303L. The Study Area begins on the 
north side of I-10 at milepost (MP) 3.9 and extends north to 300 feet north of US 60 at MP 21.3. The 
overall length of the Study Area is about 17 miles.  
As part of the environmental study for this project, an inventory of existing and planned publicly owned 
recreational properties that are located within the Study Area need to be identified. These properties 
typically include parks, trails, school playgrounds, and waterfowl and wildlife refuges. Planned facilities 
that are documented (i.e., by a site plan) should also be noted.  
Initial research indicates that there are no Maricopa County parks in the Study Area and that Segments 
Eleven, Seventy, Seventy Six, Sixty-Nine, and One Hundred and Fourteen of the Maricopa County 
Regional Trails System cross the Study Area. Our environmental consultant, HDR Engineering, Inc., 
currently has GIS data for Maricopa County trails (provided by the County in 2004); however, they do 
not have locations of designated access points to the segments. We realize that most of these trails are 
still in the planning stages and access points may not yet be determined. Please provide the locations of 
the access points, if available, and indicate if any Land and Water Conservation Funds were applied to 
the acquisition or development of the trail segments, and the specific purpose (i.e., planning, grading, 
furniture, etc). 
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Please note that the National Environmental Policy Act requires separate administrative records for each 
individual project (i.e., if you have provided information for other projects in the past such as the South 
Mountain Transportation Corridor project, coordination is also required for this project). 
 
This information is essential for completion of the environmental studies. Comments should be 
addressed to Audrey Unger, HDR Engineering, Inc., via U.S. Mail at 3200 East Camelback Road, 
Suite 350, Phoenix, Arizona, 85018; by e-mail at Audrey.Unger@hdrinc.com; by telephone at 
602.522.4323; or by fax at 602.522.7707. Your response is respectfully requested no later than 
February 11, 2008. Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
Rebecca Swiecki 
Environmental Planner 
ADOT Environmental Planning Group 
 
RS:au 
Enclosures 
 
c: Audrey Unger, HDR Engineering, Inc. 

 



  
 

 

 

 
Intermodal Transportation Division 

206 South Seventeenth Avenue     Phoenix, Arizona 85007-3213 
 

Janet 
Napolitano 
Governor 

Victor M. 
Mendez 
Director 

 

January 11, 2008 Sam Elters 
State Engineer 

Dr. Gail Pletnick 
Superintendent 
Dysart Unified School District No. 89 
15802 North Parkview Place 
Surprise, AZ  85374 
 
Re: Project Name:   State Route 303L (Interstate 10 to US 60) 

ADOT Project No.  303 MA 003 H5621 01L 
Federal-Aid Project No.  NH-303-A(AFY) 
 

Dear Dr. Pletnick: 
 
The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), in coordination with the Federal Highway Administration, is 
gathering information for environmental studies associated with the proposed State Route 303 Loop (SR 303L) 
improvements from Interstate 10 (I-10) to United States Route 60 (US 60). The project would involve adding 
lanes to SR 303L; building traffic interchanges to connect SR 303L with I-10, the proposed Northern Parkway, 
and US 60; and implementing a mid-mile alignment shift of Northern Avenue to the north (Study Area map is 
included for your reference). 

The Study Area traverses unincorporated areas of Maricopa County and the municipalities of Goodyear, Glendale, 
and Surprise. Existing SR 303L is on the west side of the Phoenix metropolitan area, approximately 20 miles west 
of downtown Phoenix. The Study Area for the proposed improvements extends approximately 1.5 miles on each 
side of the existing SR 303L. The Study Area begins on the north side of I-10 at milepost (MP) 3.9 and extends 
north to 300 feet north of US 60 at MP 21.3. The overall length of the Study Area is about 17 miles.  

As part of the environmental studies for this project, existing and planned publicly owned recreational properties 
that are located within the Study Area need to be identified. These properties typically include parks, trails, school 
playgrounds, and waterfowl and wildlife refuges. School grounds available for walk-on public recreational use 
and planned facilities that are documented (i.e., by a site plan) will be considered in this environmental study. 

Please complete the questionnaire below and identify any existing or planned schools that are or would be located 
within the Study Area. If your district has no existing or planned schools within the boundaries of this study, the 
questionnaire must still be completed and included in the project record. Please note that the National 
Environmental Policy Act requires separate administrative records for each individual project (i.e., if you have 
provided information for other projects in the past such as the South Mountain Transportation Corridor project, 
coordination with your district is also required for this project). 

 

To ensure that we are identifying all possible Section 4(f) properties within the Study Area, please provide 
responses to the following questions. 
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1a. Do any of your District’s existing schools fall within the Study Area?   
Yes    No  

1b. If yes, please list the names and addresses of the schools. 

School Name Address 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

2.  What outdoor recreational facilities (play structures, baseball diamonds, etc.) are available at the school? 

School Name Recreational Facilities 

 Baseball/softball 
Soccer 

Volleyball 

Basketball  
Play structure  

Swimming  

Football  
Tennis  

General athletic field 

 Other ______________________________________________________

 Baseball/softball 
Soccer 

Volleyball 

Basketball  
Play structure  

Swimming  

Football  
Tennis  

General athletic field 

 Other ______________________________________________________

 Baseball/softball 
Soccer 

Volleyball 

Basketball  
Play structure  

Swimming  

Football  
Tennis  

General athletic field 

 Other ______________________________________________________

 Baseball/softball 
Soccer 

Volleyball 

Basketball  
Play structure  

Swimming  

Football  
Tennis  

General athletic field 

 Other ______________________________________________________

 Baseball/softball 
Soccer 

Volleyball 

Basketball  
Play structure  

Swimming  

Football  
Tennis  

General athletic field 

 Other ______________________________________________________
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3.  Do groups other than students have access to the school’s recreational facilities after school hours? 
Yes    No  

 
4. Are the school’s recreational facilities fenced and locked after school hours? 

Yes    No  
 
5. Is advanced notice required for groups to access recreational facilities? 

Yes    No  
 

6. Is advanced notice required for individuals to access recreational facilities? 
Yes    No  

 
7. How are recreational facilities accessed? For example, what streets provide access? Do people have to 

cross a parking lot(s) to access the recreational amenity?  
 

School Name Streets Providing Access Parking Lot Crossing Needed to Reach 
Recreational Facilities? 

  Yes           No  

If yes, which streets access the parking lot(s)? 
____________________________________ 

  Yes           No  
If yes, which streets access the parking lot(s)? 

____________________________________ 

  Yes           No  

If yes, which streets access the parking lot(s)? 
____________________________________ 

  Yes           No  
If yes, which streets access the parking lot(s)? 
____________________________________ 

  Yes           No  
If yes, which streets access the parking lot(s)? 

____________________________________ 

 

8. Does your District have any planned schools within the Study Area? 
Yes    No  
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8b. If yes, please list the names, if known, the Maricopa County assessor’s parcel number (APN), and the 

property cross streets. 
 

School Name APN Cross Streets 

   

   

   

   

   

 
9. Is the property for the planned school currently owned by the school district? 

Yes    No  

 
9b. If no, is the school district still in negotiation as to the specific site for the school (i.e., optioning period 

with developer)? 
Yes    No  

 
10. Is a site plan identifying proposed recreational facilities for planned schools currently available for our 

use? If yes, please provide a copy. 
Yes    No  

 
10b. If no, approximately when will a specific site be finalized? 
 

 
11. What recreational facilities are proposed for planned schools? 
 

Planned School Name Planned Recreational Facilities 

 Baseball/softball 
Soccer 

Volleyball 

Basketball  
Play structure  

Swimming  

Football  
Tennis  

General athletic field 

 Other ______________________________________________________

 Baseball/softball 
Soccer 

Volleyball 

Basketball  
Play structure  

Swimming  

Football  
Tennis  

General athletic field 

 Other ______________________________________________________



Dr. Gail Pletnick 
ADOT Project No. 303 MA 003 H5621 01L 
Page 5 
January 11, 2008 
 
Planned School Name Planned Recreational Facilities 

 Baseball/softball 
Soccer 

Volleyball 

Basketball  
Play structure  

Swimming  

Football  
Tennis  

General athletic field 

 Other ______________________________________________________

 Baseball/softball 
Soccer 

Volleyball 

Basketball  
Play structure  

Swimming  

Football  
Tennis  

General athletic field 

 Other ______________________________________________________

 Baseball/softball 
Soccer 

Volleyball 

Basketball  
Play structure  

Swimming  

Football  
Tennis  

General athletic field 

 Other ______________________________________________________
 
12. Will groups other than students have access to the planned school’s recreational facilities after school 

hours? 
Yes    No  
 

13. Will the planned school’s recreational facilities be fenced and locked after school hours? 
Yes    No  
 

14. Will advance notice be required for groups or individuals to access the planned school’s recreational 
facilities? 

Yes    No  
 

15. Will advance notice be required for individuals to access the planned school’s recreational facilities? 
Yes    No  
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16. How will the planned school’s recreational facilities be accessed? For instance, what streets will provide 

access? Will people have to cross a parking lot to access the recreational amenity?  
 
Planned School Name Streets Providing Planned 

Access 
Parking Lot Crossing Needed to Reach Planned 
Recreational Facilities? 

  Yes           No  
If yes, which streets will access the parking lot(s)? 
____________________________________ 

  Yes           No  
If yes, which streets will access the parking lot(s)? 
____________________________________ 

  Yes           No  
If yes, which streets will access the parking lot(s)? 

____________________________________ 

  Yes           No  

If yes, which streets will access the parking lot(s)? 
____________________________________ 

  Yes           No  
If yes, which streets will access the parking lot(s)? 
____________________________________ 

 
 
This information is essential for completion of the environmental studies. Comments should be addressed to 
Audrey Unger, HDR Engineering, Inc., via U.S. Mail at 3200 East Camelback Road, Suite 350, Phoenix, Arizona, 
85018; by e-mail at Audrey.Unger@hdrinc.com; by telephone at 602.522.4323; or by fax at 602.522.7707. Your 
response is respectfully requested no later than February 11, 2008.  Thank you in advance for your assistance. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rebecca Swiecki 
Environmental Planner 
ADOT Environmental Planning Group 
 
RS:au 
Enclosures 
 
c: Audrey Unger, HDR Engineering, Inc. 
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